
Volume II ISSUE III                                                                                                                   ISSN NO : 2582-6034 

 

SOCIOLOGICAL IMPACT &AMP; INTERNATIONAL DIMENSIONS OF 

DRUG ABUSE 

 
By Yashwanth A S 

Introduction: 

Alcohol and other drugs have long been consumed for recreational purposes. So-called illicit 

drugs are substances that extra medical use has been prohibited under international control 

systems. Illicit drugs include, but don't seem to be limited to, opioids including heroin, morphine, 

opium, and other pharmaceutical opioids; cannabis; amphetamines; and cocaine. Harms may 

occur because of extra medical use of pharmaceuticals. During this Article, we are going totalk 

over with all use of medicine as drug use. 

Dependence on illicit and pharmaceuticals can develop among folks that use them regularly over 

a sustained period, and is characterized by a loss of control over use and increased prominence of 

use of the substance during a person's life. The ICD 10th edition definition, which was broadly 

just like the American Psychiatric Association's DSM-IV definition, requires that a minimum of 

three of the subsequent criteria are met: a robust desire to require the substance; impaired control 

over use; a withdrawal syndrome on ceasing or reducing use; tolerance to the consequences of 

the drug; a disproportionate amount of your time spent by the user obtaining, using, and 

recovering from drug use; and continuing to require drugs despite the issues that occur. 

Substance use also carries risks of other adverse health outcomes. for instance, injection of 

medication carries risks if non-sterile injecting equipment is employed, thanks to potential 

exposure to HIV and hepatitis, other infections, and other injection-related injuries and diseases 

like sepsis, thrombosis, and endocarditic. 

 

Alcohol use increases the danger of unintentional and intentional injury, and both non-

communicable (eg, cancer, gastrointestinal, and cardiovascular) and infectious (eg, tuberculosis 

and pneumonia) diseases. Use of both alcohol and medicines can cause harm to others. 

Each iteration of GBD has updated estimates of modelled prevalence of alcohol and drug use 

disorders, burden because of those disorders, and burden thanks to alcohol and drug use. 
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Improved methods are utilized in each iteration of GBD, with increased data coverage, and better 

strategies to tell the modelling that happens in GBD. 

In this Article, we use data from the world Burden of Diseases, Injuries, and Risk Factors Study 

(GBD) 2016, to estimate the prevalence of alcohol and drug use disorders, and to calculate the 

burden thanks to alcohol and drug use globally and for 195 countries and territories within 21 

regions and 7 super-regions between 1990 and 2016. 

Further Interference: 

 

We present global and regional estimates of alcohol, amphetamine, cannabis, cocaine, and opioid 

use disorders; report disease burden as a result of each of those disorders in terms of YLDs, 

YLLs, and DALYs; summarize burden because of alcohol and drug use as risk factors for other 

health outcomes; and analyses the association between alcohol-attributable and drug-attributable 

burden and Socio-demographic Index (SDI) quintiles. 

Since 1990, the amountof individuals with alcohol and drug use disorders has increased 

substantially, driven by increase and population ageing. Age-standardised prevalence also 

increased for opioid, cocaine, and amphetamine use disorders. The prevalence of substance use 

disorders varied markedly by substance and across countries, with clear differences between 

different geographic regions.Substance use disorders weren'tthe sole conditions that contributed 

to the worldwide burden of disease attributed to alcohol and drug use. 

A high proportion of the disease burden because of alcohol was because of increased risk of 

other health outcomes, including unintentional injuries and suicide, cancers, and cirrhosis, and 

also the consequences of chronic hepatitis C infection (ie, cirrhosis, cancer) make a considerable 

contribution to the disease burden owing to drug use. 

Disease burden because of alcohol and medicinesand therefore the composition of this burden 

varied substantially across geographical locations. Eastern Europe had the best age-standardised 

attributable burden for alcohol, followed by southern Sub-Saharan Africa, and also the highest 

age-standardized attributable burden for drug use was in high-income North America. The 

association between geographical differences in attributable burden and SDI varied for alcohol 

and medicines. Countries in low SDI and middle SDI quintiles had the very best alcohol-

attributable burdens, whereas countries in high SDI quintiles had the best drug-attributable 

burden. Globally, large variation in attributable burden has been observed within countries with 
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the best SDIs. 

The high attributable burden, even in high-income countries, where a substantially higher 

proportion of health budgets are spent to handle these issues, deserves attention. 

Multiple factors might contribute to the present burden, including low treatment rates, delays in 

initiating treatment, and stigma related to alcohol and substance use disorders. 

 

A longstanding problem in most countries is additionally the poor availability of highly effective 

interventions which will address HIV and hepatitis C virus among folks that inject drugs, like 

needle and syringe programmers, HIV and viral hepatitis virus treatment, and opioid substitution 

therapy. The emergence of alcohol-attributable burden in Southern Sub-Saharan Africa reflects 

the changing strategies of the alcohol industry, which has begun to target Africa and other low-

income and middle-income countries within the past few years to avoid the stricter regulation of 

the market and public health initiatives in high-income countries, where consumption has been 

steadily falling. 

This concernsthe world health community to retort adequately to accelerate efforts toward 

development of a framework convention for alcohol control, the same as that which has been 

implemented to counter the harmful effects for tobacco consumption. 

Many of the causes of alcohol and drug burden is prevented or treated. Taxation and regulation 

of availability and marketing can substantially reduce harms related to alcohol. Additionally, 

reducing the alcoholic strength of beverages and minimum pricing show promise in reducing 

alcohol-attributable harm. Transport injuries are a vital consequence of alcohol use that may be 

prevented via a spread of interventions (seat belts, helmets, and implementation of blood alcohol 

limits for drivers and roadside alcohol testing of drivers). 

Treatment and brief interventions are shown to be effective with a possible public health impact, 

but of all psychological state disorders, alcohol use disorder has very cheap treatment rates 

globally. Medications for alcohol dependence like naltrexone have shown efficacy, but uptake 

and adherence are very low; as an example, in Australia, only around 0·5% of individuals who 

are alcohol-dependent are estimated to possess been prescribed naltrexone or acamprosate for the 

recommended 3 month duration. Psychosocial interventions might assist people with cannabis 

and psycho stimulant use disorders. Opioid substitution therapy reduces opioid use and injecting 

risk, improves physical and mental wellbeing, and reduces mortality. 
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The Global Context: 

Global increases in problems of illicit drugs both reflect and contribute to international tensions. 

The origins of a number of these tensions are clear: rapid changes in political alignment, reduced 

family and community cohesiveness, increased unemployment and underemployment, economic 

and social marginalization and increased crime. 

At a time when dramatic improvements are happening in some sectors, e.g. communications and 

technology, improvement of the standard of life for several people has fallen far wanting the 

potential that exists and also the rising expectation of individuals who know life are often better. 

At a time of rising social and Political tensions, the macroeconomic environment has 

fundamentally changed. 

World trade and investment have expanded and delivered to some areas of the developed and 

developing world substantial economic benefits. Capital, goods and folks move way more 

frequently and freely across national borders than was the case previously. In many industries, 

multinational enterprises care for a world scale by allocating production in step with the 

comparative advantage of individual countries or regions, by selling in diverse geographical 

markets and by undertaking financial operations where it's most advantageous. 

One of the resultsof those developments is that financial markets became more transparent, with 

massive daily transfers of cashround the world. Judging that the advantages of increased trade 

and investment outweigh a specific loss of sovereignty in controlling the entry and exit of 

individuals, goods and money, nation States seem to possess made their fundamental choice in 

favour of economic liberalization thanks to the expected material benefits to be gained. 

The same macroeconomic environment which has facilitated the expansion and development of 

world legitimate businesses has also provided the chance for drug producers and traffickers to 

arrange themselves on a worldwide scale, to supply in developing countries, to distribute and sell 

all told parts of the globe, to man evercartel members easily from country to country and to 

position and invest their drug profits in financial centres offering secrecy and attractive 

investment returns. The identical de regulation that has allowed legitimate businesses to man 

ever money round the world electronically with few national controls has also permitted drug 

producers and traffickers to launder illicit drug profits in order that these funds appear to be 

legitimate. 
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Growing Plants to Provide Drugs: 

 

The production of medicineis also divided into three categories: 

• Those processes which require only plant products. 

• Those involving a semi-synthetic process where natural materials are partly changed by 

synthetic substances to supplythe ultimate product. 

• Processes which use only manmade chemicals to provide consumable drugs. 

Examples of these three are: 

• Opium gathered within the fields for home use. 

• Coca bush leaves processed to form cocaine. 

• Narcotic or psychotropic drugs made entirely within the laboratory or factory. 

Long before the globe economy felt the impact of globalization of cash, markets and products, 

illicit drugs moved internationally from producer countries in less developed areas of the planet 

to consumer countries that were usually more developed.  

Production in rural areas was transported to and sold in other continents after enormous price 

increases along the way, providing high profit and risk incentive to traffickers. The tip user has 

often been a have-not who buys drugs before the necessities of life. 

 

Distribution and Illicit Trafficking: 

 

Illicit trafficis that the crucial link within the chain between production and consumption. It's 

also far and away the foremost lucrative stage within the process from the cultivation and 

processing of the illicit drug to the purposeof ultimate consumption. Along the numerous routes 

on which illicit drug trafficking moves, there appears to be some spillage, partly due toa bent of 

traffickers to pay middlemen in a similar way. Several transit countries along trafficking routes 

are consequently showing evidence of skyrocketingmisuse and consumption. a number of the 

evidence for this can be drawn together in a very nine-country study allotted by the world 

organization Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) and also theworld 

organization University (UNU): within the comprehensive survey published at the outset of the 

project, the country studies themselves and also the overview of their findings. 
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Several divergent patterns of illicit drug distribution are found, depending upon: the extent of 

activity (whether traffickers are wholesalers, middlemen or retailers); the degree of organization 

(whether traffickers have payrolls or enforceable "personnel policies", develop specialized 

departments, have vertical combination, build or fight over regional or countrywide market 

shares); the kind of drug marketed (cannabis, cocaine, heroin or designer drugs); the existence of 

trafficker-insurgent-terrorist alliances; and therefore the way organized traffickers compete for 

market shares.12 Individuals don't appear to be major players, and early analogies to aindustry 

now make little sense for the illicit drug trade. 

The trade has become increasingly organized, particularly at the assembly, wholesale and 

middleman levels, pronouncedly so for cocaine and heroin, less so for marijuana. It tends to be 

controlled by organized groups and in some cases cartels, often organized along ethnic lines to 

make stronger cohesiveness. 

 

Drug Consumption and Crime: 

 

There is obviously a relationship between drug consumption and crime, although it's often not 

clear which is cause and which is effect. In principal consuming areas like North America and 

Western Europe, psycho-pharmacological effects, economic-compulsive drives and systemic 

violence are considered the principal components of the drugs-crime link. The foremost harmful 

psycho-pharmacological effects of drug use, particularly those related to crack cocaine, involve 

people becoming irrational, excited, agitated or impulsive. Users may become unable to manage 

their anger and vent it within thekind of physical assault, including homicide. In one amongstthe 

primary studies clearly linking violent behavior and crack cocaine use, it had been reported that 

just about half the callers to a nationwide cocaine hotline within theUS. said they'd committed 

violent crimes or aggressive acts (including abuse, murder, robbery, rape and physical assault) 

while using crack. The economic-compulsive dimension of drug-related crime is related to 

criminal acts to get funding for private drug consumption (through burglaries, for instance). The 

systemic dimension refers to the activities of drug syndicates, associations, gangs and smugglers 

involved in protecting their product from enforcement officials or from one another by whatever 

means necessary. A dimensioncan be added to the present standard analysis - the corruption 
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criminality connection, which occurs when administrative and political personnel like drug 

enforcement agents and patrol officers themselves become allied with the drug trade. 

 

Well-designed prospective studies are needed to estimate the risks of those consequences of drug 

use while controlling for confounding factors. Finally, in GBD, the concept of disability is meant 

to only capture the health loss of a personal. Thus, disability doesn't include social or other 

impacts on non-drug users like the family or the social and economic consequences of mental 

and substance use disorders. 

To it extent, our estimates of disease burden because of alcohol and medicines are partial 

estimates of the adverse impact of substance use on society. Alcohol and drug use cause 

substantial disease burden globally, and therefore the composition and extent of this burden 

varies substantially between countries, and is strongly related to social development. Existing 

interventions that are known to scale backthe various causes of burden exist. These interventions 

have to be scaled up, which remains a challenge even in high-resource settings. 

Despite long-standing attempts to dismantle the illicit drug trade, habit and its many related 

problems are on the rise in many regions of the globe. 

The dimensions of the matter is enormous: the quantity of laundered money from the traffic in 

cocaine, heroin and cannabis is estimated to be larger than the gross national product of three 

quarters of the world’s economies. The impact of illicit drugs continues to threaten the 

economies and social structures of both producing and consuming countries. Globalization of 

markets and finance, development of computer and technology, and also the declining 

significance of national borders have all helped to facilitate narcotraffic. Policy strategies have 

tounderstand of the forces contributing to the complexity of things and attack the matter from 

several angles. The current policies have had limited success for variety of reasons. 

Supply suppression strategies have proven unable to liftthe worth of illicit drugs in consuming 

countries. Demand suppression strategies - drug control laws that assume that individualsare 

deterred from drug use by fear of incarceration or fines - are least likely to be effective in those 

sections of society where the drug use problem is most serious. Most drug control strategies have 

proven difficult to implement effectively, particularly in less developed countries with weak 

national governments lacking institutional co-ordination and sufficient financial resources. 

Alternative development strategies require a brand new, more people centered approach to 
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community problems which cannot work if the mandatory staff and financial resources are 

lacking. 

With neither one cause nor a straightforward cure, abuse and its many related problems still 

increase in many regions of the planet. Problems associated with the abuse of medication are 

severe in some parts of both the developing and also the industrialized world: disease, accidents, 

deaths, crime, lowered productivity and lots of other problems are frequently reported. 

Not adequately monitored, abuse acts as a brake on human and social development and can't be 

separated from endemic problems of disease, poverty, joblessness and violence. Varying widely 

between countries, illicit drug use and related problems reflect several characteristics: sales of 

medication are usually highly profitable and that they are easily marketed commodities. Also, 

they need powerful effects on the brain and behavior, influencing a large range of human 

activities. Progress within the field of abuse prevention depends on several factors. First, our 

strategies to response to drug problems should begin with the people, communities and 

institutions involved. People should be considered because the heart of the matterand also the 

beginning of any solution. This principle will obviously take different forms in rural and 

concrete areas and even be influenced by class distinctions Secondly, alternative development 

strategies for rural areas should answer the conditions found in target areas, which can differ in 

step with the communities involved. Thirdly, as in rural settings, urban drug problems also need 

an individualized assessment and response, building on the strengths found onsite. 

To succeed, urban and rural interventions need a series of support mechanisms and long run 

planning. To be effective, both need the support of the local people and a base publically policy. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

No one policy option goesto resolve the illicit drug problem. Within the context of the severity of 

the present drug crisis, however, it's to be hoped that a balanced and more thorough examination 

of the benefits and limitations of all the available policy options will cause more imaginative and 

constructive policy formulations. Particularly, it's important to acknowledge the joint 

responsibility of both producing and consuming countries, and thusthe requirement for shared 

and coherent policy approaches. Additionally, policy strategies must address the causes of the 

matterinstead of its symptoms: in consuming countries, misuseis commonly linked to 
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unemployment, poor housing and health care in marginal communities, while in producing 

countries, drug production is closely linked to the failure of rural development. 

 

Beyond reducing systemic crime, the proposals for legalization appeal to larger moral goals, like 

enhancing public health and safety and invigorating a way of community. An outright preference 

for unfettered freedom to consume psychoactive drugs is not often advanced. 

Instead of favouring unqualified personal drug liberties, most proposals are meant to handlethe 

foremost feared consequence of prohibition policies and their implementation: drug-related 

crime. Accordingly, controls (regulation and taxation, perhaps the same as those for tobacco and 

alcohol within the United States) are entailed, sometimes with the suggestion that tax proceeds 

from the legitimate sale of medicine be dedicated to consumer anti-drug education and to drug-

related public services (for instance hospitals that look after infants who are born with an 

addiction to drugs). 

 

If drug use were decriminalized in consuming countries, there would be no crime tax for 

traffickers, smugglers and pushers to reap and thus no reason for them to hold out turf wars, 

assault police, terrorize neighbour hoods and undermine countries institutional integrity. 

A possible parallel situation is that of the crime syndicates within theUS. after the prohibition on 

alcohol consumption resulted in 1933: organizations related tothe assembly and sale of alcohol 

faded away, went into other criminal pursuits or invested their resources in legitimate businesses. 

With decriminalization, savings from a cutback in enforcement expenses might be spent on other 

programs, like drug education and treatment. In terms of health, clean drugs, clean needles and a 

humane environment could reduce the incidence of drug-related HIV transmission. 

A mix of decriminalization in consuming countries, combined with legalization of the coca-

cocaine industry in producing countries, could eliminate the massive profits traffickers reap from 

their industry and at the identical time rapidly reduce drug-related violence. In Bolivia, where 

drug-related violence has largely been avoided thus far, legalization might need adverse 

economic effects in some sectors, because the price of coca would fall to roughly the equivalent 

of other agricultural crops. 

However, there's widespread and growing support within the country for legalization of coca (as 

hostile cocaine). It's believed that legalization would help promote alternative coca products. 
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